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Gold! The word seems to ring with excitement! The lure of this precious metal has changed the
course of men and nations. Elder John Jaques wrote:

What will men do for gold? They will toil for it, lie for it, swear for it, steal for it, murder for it, live
for it, and die for it. They will do more, and suffer more, then times over, for gold, than they will
suffer for eternal life and happiness (Mill. Star 14:369)

Sadly, history has proved that man is willing to vote for anything or anybody, cross the oceans,
or swelter in deserts--or even sell themselves body and soul--all in the pursuit of that precious
metal!

Gold is mentioned in the Bible as early as the second chapter of Genesis; yet seldom has it
been used in the manner that God intended. The children of Israel once worshipped a cow
made of gold. Today, the shape of that golden image has changed, but it is still the subject of
worship.

As a brief prelude to the story of the Relief Mine, John H. Koyle's grandfather joined the LDS
church in 1839. Both he and his son participated in the exodus west, and it was in these
valleys, in August of 1864, that John Hyrum Koyle was born. The family lived in humble
circumstances, and John became a man without pride or vanity, greatly respected and loved in
his community. He served as bishop of the Leland Ward for over 12 years, was blessed with
many spiritual gifts, and eventually received the church's highest blessing--the Second
Anointing.

Bishop Koyle's Spiritual Gifts
Similar to the story of Jesse Knight, John Koyle became involved in mining because of his gift of
dreams. His "Dream Mine" is very different from nearly every other mine--not only in its
inception and operation, but especially in its final destiny and purpose.

The story of the mine, located in the hills above Salem, Utah, really begins shortly after his
marriage to Emily Holt in 1884. The young couple purchased a small farm in the Salem area,
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and started to raise a few cattle. The loss of one of their heifers was a rather serious economic
setback for the family, so after several days of unsuccessfully searching for the animal, John
asked the Lord in prayer to help him find it. The answer came in a very unusual dream showing
his cow down by a railroad tressel. One horn had been knocked down and was interfering with
her eye. The next morning John told his wife that he knew where the cow was and he set off to
get it.

Being very familiar with the area, he went directly to the location shown in the dream and found
the cow exactly as he had seen her. As he was leading the injured animal back home, he
thanked the Lord for this unusual answer to his prayer and told Him that if he could be blessed
with that spiritual gift, he would use it in serving Him all his life.

Three years passed and John received a call to go on a mission for the church. One of his first
significant missionary experiences in the Southern States was a warning dream about a
threatening mob. Once again the gift of dreams came to his rescue, and by following the
instructions in the dream, he avoided a serious conflict with a mob.

On another occasion he dreamed that a mob would form at a missionary conference, but this
time it was the mission president, J. Golden Kimball, who would be in danger. Elder Koyle
warned President Kimball of the dream, so he did not attend the conference. As shown in
Koyle's dream, a mob interrupted the meeting and the leader demanded to know where the
"long lanky red-headed Elder" was. Upon learning he was not there, the mob departed without
further trouble. When J. Golden heard of the incident, he said to Elder Koyle, "If you ever have
any more of those dreams, be sure to let me know." Because of this and other experiences,
John H. Koyle and J. Golden Kimball remained lifelong friends.

Called to a Special Work
Although his mission for the LDS church came to an end, Koyle's spiritual gifts did not. He
resumed his business as a farmer, and one night in August of 1894, John had a most unusual
experience. A heavenly messenger appeared to him with instructions that he had been chosen
to perform a very special work for the Lord. He was reminded of the ancient Nephite civilization
that had once flourished on this continent--how they rose to great power and wealth, but
eventually became wicked, corrupt and were finally destroyed. He was told that this present
generation was about to take a similar course; however, this time some of the people would be
spared.
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The messenger took John to a mountain just east of Salem and showed him a rich Nephite gold
mine. He was instructed that he was to drill tunnels in that mountain in order to reach the gold
and that he would be directed by dreams to do this work which would require many years and
much money. He was told not to enter into the mountain through the old existing Nephite tunnel
located on the south side of the mountain, but rather to blast new tunnels. One was to run
nearly a mile horizontally into the mountain, and then be drilled down through a three-foot
capstone into nine large rooms once mined by the Nephites. The ore at this place would be so
rich that there seemed to be more gold than rock.

John was very reluctant to accept this calling, and explained to the messenger that he was only
a farmer and knew nothing about mining; furthermore, he didn't have the money or influence to
undertake such a project. However, he was reminded of his promise to the Lord; and if he
would accept the task, he was told that the necessary men and money would always be
available.

As proof that this heavenly messenger was speaking the truth, John was told that his neighbor,
who had been unsuccessfully drilling a water well, would strike water the next day at 12 noon.
This would be a sign that John should accept this mining mission.

The next morning John related this strange manifestation to his wife, Emily. He instructed her
to watch the neighbors' activities to see if they would strike water at exactly noon. He then left
for work in the fields. During the day Emily heard shouting and yelling nearby, and when she
went to the door, the saw water flowing up through the water-rig at the well. The time was 12
noon!

Work began on the mine September 3, 1894. For many years they followed a "cream colored
leader", often discovering peculiar markings or formations described by John before they were
actually reached. The Bishop was shown that three men would be killed on that mountain, and
as time passed, all three eventually died by some kind of accident.

Stockholders were told that 100 shares of stock would be enough for any man's family; also the
day would come when men would go to court for one share of stock because of its value.
Through the years there have been about 50,000 people directly or indirectly involved in this
unusual project.

LDS Church Involvement in the Dream Mine
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For many years the church took no special interest in Bishop Koyle's Dream Mine. Some
members had stock; others were not concerned about it. But in the early 1900's a strange thing
happened. The three-year Senate Investigation during the Smoot hearings had just finished,
and the church was especially sensitive about the issue of plural marriage. Joseph F. Smith
went to Mexico in 1911, telling the saints there that they should give up plural marriage, and he
promised them that the next temple would be built in Mexico. However, when Bishop Koyle
heard that announcement, he said, "President Smith wouldn't make a promise like that if he had
seen what I saw in a dream." He continued with the prophecy that Mexican soldiers would drive
the saints out of Mexico, allowing them to take only a little luggage.

Word soon spread of Bishop Koyle's prophecy that the next temple would NOT be built in
Mexico, but the church president had announced that it would. Both claimed divine instruction.
Church members and stockholders became apprehensive as to which prophecy would be
fulfilled. Then in 1912 the revolutionary forces of Francisco Madero and Panco Villa began a
revolution by attacks on the border towns. When they learned of the Mormons' neutrality, they
drove them out of Mexico, allowing them only "one piece of baggage each"--all according to
Bishop Koyle's dream.

Such a catastrophe was certainly regrettable, and failure to build the promised temple at that
time was disheartening for both Mexican saints and church leaders.

Bishop Koyle's dreams and prophecies began to stir up disfavor among the church leaders. In
August 1913 the church issued a formal statement called, "A Warning Voice"--especially for
those who listened to "visions, dreams, prophecies" that were "contrary to the constituted
authorities" of the church. The members were NOT to "take stock in ventures" based on
"visions or dreams" (Deseret News, Aug 2, 1913). Two weeks later they repeated their warning
and said, "The First Presidency warns the saints against investing in worthless stock, even if
promoters allege that they are guided by dreams and revelations." (Deseret News, Aug 16,
1913)

These announcements began to create a strange division among lay leaders and alike. Some
church leaders owned stock in the mine, such as President Anthony W. Ivins, Apostle Matthias
F. Cowley, Apostle George Teasdale, and, of course, J. Golden Kimball.
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Because of false rumors, in August 1913, Apostle Francis Lyman released John Koyle from his
position as Bishop, even though the ward members voted 100% to retain him.

On January 10, 1914, nearly 20 years after mining activities had begun, Bishop Koyle awoke to
see two men standing beside his bed. One was taller than the other; both had white hair and
beards. They announced themselves as two of the three ancient Nephites who were translated
to perform their special mission here on earth.

The informed him that because of misunderstanding, church opposition would continue until the
mine would be shut down for a short period of time. However, he was to remain patient and in
time the mine would be reopened. They also warned him never to write or sign anything
pertaining to the mine. For two hours they outlined the future of the mine and of this country.
The first half-hour of their conversation he was permitted to relate to others, but the last 1.5
hours he was to keep secret.

Later that year, the church leaders threatened John with excommunication if he didn't stop work
at the mine. Accordingly, as the two Nephite messengers had predicted, the mine was closed
for six years.

The rift between the church and the mine continued to grow. Then in 1942 when Mark E.
Petersen was made an Apostle, Bishop Koyle said, "That man will be the worst enemy the mine
will ever have." As editor of the Deseret News, Elder Petersen began a series of articles
against the mine. Under his direction, a hearing for John Koyle was held 1947 where he was
presented with a prepared statement to sign or else be excommunicated from the church. In
poor health at the time and under duress, he signed it saying it was the worst thing he ever did
in his life.

However, a year later in 1948, by instruction from Elder Petersen, Bishop Koyle was called to a
trial and cut off the church anyway. Another year later, in 1949, when John Koyle heard they
were tearing down the Second Ward Chapel where he had last been a member, he predicted
that he, too, would soon pass away. His death occurred on May 17, 1949.

Then came a strange twist of fate. Before Koyle's death, the mine and its stockholders were
suspects as insubordinate to the church and its leaders, and some, like the Bishop, had been
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excommunicated from the LDS church. However, after his death, the new board of directors
became active members of the church and held such positions as mission president, high
councilmen, stake and ward officers. A new policy was enforced that the excommunicated
members could not purchase any more stock.

Notwithstanding the long controversy that still exists regarding people and activities at the
Dream Mine, Bishop Koyle's prophecy still stands--that at the appropriate time its treasures
would be found. But he predicted that before this happened, mining would stop and the mine
would become very dark--"like a dark cloud that covered the whole sky..then a small patch of
blue sky would show, gradually growing until the whole sky was blue again." About this time,
according to Koyle, there would have to be only a round or two set off to start bringing in the
ore, since all the preliminary work had been done. The first shipment of ore would not cause
much of a stir, but news of the second shipment would cause a traffic jam ob both big and little
cars at the mountain. People would come with money in hand to buy stock, but it would be too
late and none was available.

The Fulfillment of John Koyle's Prophecies
It seemed that as more of Bishop Koyle's prophecies were fulfilled, the more opposition
resulted. A few of these, not necessarily the greatest, will be considered here. Some of these
prophecies and their fulfillment were witnessed by the author, Ogden Kraut, who worked with
Bishop Koyle at the Dream Mine for two years.
1. World War I - Ten years before it happened, Bishop Koyle foretold Word War I. He also
said the 145th Field Artillery, composed of mostly Mormon boys, would not see combat. Many
parents felt comforted by his prediction, but when the newspapers carried headlines of the
145th in action, Fred Squires went to the Bishop showing him the paper. The Bishop said it was
a lie, and told him that by the time the 145th would reach the front lines, the war would be over.
Fred was holding a paper with the date November 11, 1918. By the time Fred arrived back in
Salt Lake City, the armistice had been announced. The 145th did not see combat!
2. Men and Money at the Mine - Another impressive prediction was that men and money
would always be provided at the mine when needed. From 1914 to the day the Bishop died in
1949, week after week, month after month, year after year, men and money were amazingly
available. Regardless of wars, depressions, inflations and persecutions, the mine was always
able to meet its operational needs.
3. The Water Ditch - John Koyle instructed the miners to dig a small ditch along side of the
rail track in one of the main tinnels. He said it was to take care of the water they would hit at
2,200 feet inside the mine. He even told them the day they would strike the water. At 2,200
feet on the day predicted, they struck water, filling the small ditch which was just large enough
to accommodate the flow of water to the outside. Throughout mining activities, many landmarks
were described by Bishop Koyle before they were reached.

6/8

Overview

Monday, 09 October 2006 00:49

4. The Powder Mill - "One of Koyle's more outlandish predictions came years ago when,
pointing across the sagebrush desert to a desolate spot, he said, 'There'll be a big
manufacturing plant right there someday.' The place was isolated, on rocky ground, above the
irrigation level, far from human habitation. Too, the valley had hundreds of better sites. Came
the war, and today a powder mill stands on the spot. Isolation is a prime requisite for a powder
mill, and the location is ideal." ("Time and the Dream Mine", by Samuel W. Taylor, Esquire
Magazine, Nov 1943)
5. Church Reopens the Mine - The two Nephites had told Bishop Koyle the mine would
soon be shut down, but that the same powers that closed it would re-open it. Six months later
the Bishop and his workers were threatened with excommunication from the church if they
continued to labor on that mountain. So they shut it down, and it was closed for six years. The
Heber J. Grant, saw an unpaid bill at ZCMI for $2,000 incurred by the mine operators. Learning
that by re-opening the mine it would clear up that bill, he ordered it re-opened.
6. The 1929 Depression - In 1929 the Bishop told Henry Gardner, his Stake President and
owner of a bank in Spanish Fork, that four months from that date there would be a terrible
financial crash in the nation. When four months went by, President Gardner called the Bishop
and said his dream about the depression had not come to pass. The Bishop reminded him
there was still one more day left. The next day was October 29th, the day of the famous stock
market crash.
7. Muddy Water - Norman Pierce, in his book "The Dream Mine Story", mentioned a
prophecy he had heard from Bishop Koyle: About this time Bishop Koyle had another of his
same prophetic dreams which I heard him relate, saying, "It looks like it won't be long now
before we'll be having some of the big troubles we've been expecting. I saw in a dream the
other night that muddy water would flow in the streets like rivers in almost every community
from one end of the state to the other. When it comes, it's going to cause a lot of trouble for a
lot of people around here. It will be the beginning of really big troubles." (p.90, 1958) In 1983,
rain and fast melting snow inundated many communities in the state of Utah. Water literally ran
down the streets of cities from one end of the state to the other. Some small towns were
abandoned until the water receded. Almost every county asked for federal emergency
assistance. "The Agriculture and Health Committee was told that Utah's farms and ranches
have sustained an estimated $57.7 million loss." (Salt Lake Tribune, "Utah Floods", p. 62)
There were $63 million in road damage in the state. The total estimate for flood damages that
year amounted to over $200 million. Another of John Koyle's prophecies was amazingly
fulfilled. Will we see a dual fulfillment?
8. End of World War II - Shortly after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor in 1941, Dr.
Brooksby of Fredonia, Arizona, invited Bishop Koyle to his home for a few days. One morning
the Bishop came out of his bedroom and announced that the Lord had shown him in a dream
that the war would end by August 27, 1945. (Ogden Kraut personally heard it mentioned from
Dr. Brooksby.) Lee Goates of the Deseret News heard of this prophecy and in disbelief
mentioned it in a sports column. On August 6th and 7th, 1945, the atom bombs were dropped
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. By the 27th, the Japanese had agreed to surrender.
9. Kennecott Copper and Geneva Steel - The Bishop told many of us at the mine that
some day Kennecott Copper Mine and Geneva Steel would shut down and the Tintic Mining
area would be almost at a standstill. We assumed this would happen because of the great
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trouble in the nation when everything would be in the same condition. However, in 1985, the
Kennecott Mine shut down for over a year, and at the same time Geneva Steel also closed.
When this happened, I asked a friend of mine who lived in Eureka what was going on in the
Tintic Mining area. He replied, "almost everything is shut down except the Sunshine Mine, and
it isn't doing much."
10. Joseph Fielding Smith's Conference Sermon - One day J. Golden Kimball received
word that Bishop Koyle wanted to see him as soon as possible, so he drove right down to the
mine. Koyle immediately got into the subject that was causing him considerable distress by
saying, "Golden, the Lord showed me in a dream that Joseph Fielding Smith is preparing a
conference sermon that is against the Dream Mine--and the Lord doesn't want him to deliver it.
I want you to go up there and tell him not to give that sermon." "Not me," replied Golden. "I'm
not going to put my head in the lion's mouth." Koyle grabbed Kimball by the coat collar and
said, "Golden, God hates a coward." He looked a little sheepish and replied, "All right, Bishop,
I'll tell him, but I don't have any faith that it will do any good." The Bishop smiled and retorted,
"Don't worry; I'll take care of the faith." Kimball returned to Salt Lake City and went directly to
Joseph Fielding Smith's office. Smith was at his desk, so Golden walked over and said,
"Brother Smith, you're not supposed to deliver that conference sermon against the Dream
Mine." Smith jumped up and shouted, "How did you find out about that sermon? I haven't told
anyone!" Golden replied, "Well, the Lord knows, and he told Bishop Koyle about it." When
conference came, Joseph Fielding Smith delivered a sermon, but made no mention of the
Dream Mine. (Bishop Koyle's Relief Mine, Kraut, p. 105)
The greatest of John Koyle's prophecies is yet to be fulfilled. It is regarding the coming in of
the mine. The question most often asked is, "When will it be?" According to Bishop Koyle, it
will be when this nation is in great peril. There will be three-inch headlines in newspapers
reporting a great disaster. In the same paper there will be a small notice mentioning that the
Dream Mine was making its first shipment of ore.
This text has come from the writings of Ogden Kraut. To see a listing of all his published works,
please visit www.ogdenkraut.com
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